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On FRUGALITY. 


prefent Age, and to make fad Prognofticks 
concerning the fucceeding one, unlefs Mat- 
ters fhould unexpectedly alter for the better. 
) Upon divers Topicks have thefe Complaints 
been founded. In our own Country, we 
have heard chiefly of the Growth of Po- 
pery, of Religious Infidelity, and of common Profanenefs. 
For my part (if I may be indulged like my Neighbours, 
in finding Fault with the Times) the worft-boding Symptom 
which I obferve in the prefent State of private Life, is, that 
Frugality is quite out of Fafhion. Men are afraid, and 
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afham’d to be thought mindful of avoiding Expence. ‘The 
Reafon which I am going to offer why they are fo, may 
perhaps be laugh’d at; but I can find no better Reafon than 
this, that to avoid Expence belongs alfo to Avarice, and we are 
determin’d to keep as far as poffible from any Appearance 
that may bear fuch a Conftrudtion : which is as reafonable 
a Conclufien. in the prefent Cafe, as if I fhould refolve never 
to join in any Act of publick Worfhip, becaufe there is a 
fort of publick Worfhip which belongs to Popery, and Po- 
pery is a very foolifh and a mifchievous Thing. Without 
taking farther Notice of this ridiculous Prejudice, I fhall 
venture to plead the Caufe of this old-fafhion’d Virtue ; 
and to reckon up certain Reafons, which may poffibly make 
it appear to be not wholly for the Intereft of a State to 
cifcard it. 

In the firft Place, Frugality conduces to Bodily Health, 
and Aétivity. For being ever careful to avoid ufelefs Ex- 
pence, it is of Confequence a determin’d Enemy to intem- 
perate Luxury ; as knowing that no Expence is of lefs good 
Account, than that which gratifics the meer Wantonnefs of 
Appetite. And where Imtemperance is carefully excluded, 
there Health is deliver’d from her moft dangerous and mortal 
loe. Whoever rightly eftimates the Value of Health (either 
to the Individual, or to the public Community) will acknow- 
Iedge how much both muft be oblig’d, on this Account, to 
a Virtue that can hardly be in general difappointed of fecur- 
ing it. 

Frugality tends alfo to a difcreet and confiderate Turn of 
Mind. It obliges every Man to a ftriét Notice of Human 
Life, and the comparative Value of thofe different Purfuits 
which engrofs it. It begets a Habit of Thinking; and that 
on the moft ufeful and important Subjects. I muft caution 
my Reader from fuppofing that I take mcer Gain, or the 
faving of Money, for the moft ufeful and important SubjeAs 
of Thinking ; but certainly the Moral Integrity of one’s 
Chara&ter, and the true Enjoyment of one’s Fortune, are the 
moft ufeful and important Subjects ; and ’tis only upon thofe 
Accounts, that Frugality is at all follicitous about Money. 

Another good Effect of this humble Virtue, is a generous 
Pride and Independence of Spirit. A man who brings his 
Defires within his Power, which is the proper Character 
of the frugal Man, is fo far out of the Command of Fortune, 
and vefted with the All-fufficiency of the Steical wife Man. 
At leaft, he is free from a thoufand Infirmities and Tempta- 
ticns, to which every bad G&conomift muft be liable. The 
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Frugal have nothing to confult but their own Reafon; they 
have no Debts of Honour to be remitted ; no Tradefman, 
Steward, Banker, or Attorney, whom they dread to offend ; 
they are their own Matters ; they reft upon themfelves. A 
Prime Minifter may ftand in need of them, but they can 
never ftand in Need of a Prime Minitter. 

Frugality fecures the general Peace and Happinefs of Fa- 
milies. *Tis a Scene of Diftrefs, which no Stranger can ima- 
gine, when eithera Father of a Family, or any other of its 
Members, involves the reft in the Miferies which attend Ex- 
travagance. ‘The Society of private Life is either the greateft, 
or next to the greateft Enjoyment of Man. In proportion 
as any Felicity is great, its oppofite Pain is grievous and in- 
tolerable. ‘To exclude the latter, and to fecure the former, 
fuppofes a prodigious Degree of Utility in any fingle Caufe 
which is equal to both. As far as Fortune is concerned in 
the Happinefs of domeftick Life (and Fortune is concern’d 
in the Happinefs of domeftick Life chiefly) Frugality ex- 
cludes the Diftrefles, and fecures the Enjoyments of conjugal 
Love, of parental Tendernefs, and fraternal AffeStion. 

Frugality gives the Power of private Beneficence. A Man 
unfortunate in the Courfe of his Induftry, or a Family de- 
prived of Support by the Sicknefs of its Father, can have no 
Relief from a profufe Man. If they have, the Induftry of 
fome other Man muft be difappointed, and fome other Fami- 
ly muft be deprived of its Support. “Thus, without Fruga- 
lity, the moft godlike perfonal Pleafure cannot be enjoyed ; 
and many Afflictions in Life, which would otherwife have 
been remedied, muft now be fubmitted to without Allevia- 
tion. 

To thisan Objeétion is urge] with great Affurance; and we 
are told that Frugality is a moft churlifh and unbeneficial Thing 
to Society. For confider, fay they, in what the Profperity of a 
State confifts. In nothing fo much as in a quick Circulation 
of Property. By this, the Citizens of any Body Politick are 
always kept bufy and alive ; but a very great part of the 
prefent Circulation of Property, is derived from fuch Indul- 
gences, as Frugality would certainly exclude. If the meer 
Demands of Nature were only to be liften’d to, without any 
Allowance for gay Appetite and Fancy, what would become 
of thofe thoufand Employments, and of that infinite Quan- 
tity of circulating Property, which depend upon Diet, Drefs, 
ornamental Furniture, and elegant Amufement ? 

This Objection has been, and is yet, urged with a fhock- 
ing Air of Triumph and impudent Exultation. For in the 
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firft Place, ’tis falfe that Frugality admits only the bare Ne- 
ceffities of Nature ; it confults, in its proper Degree, every 
Convenience and Indulgence of Life, that may not be attend- 
ed with fome difproportioned ill Contequence. In the next 
Place, ’tis falfe that the greateft part of moveable Property 
depends, for its Circulation, upon fuch Indulgences as Fru- 
gality muft condemn. She condemns them only in_ particu- 
lar improper Circumftances. ‘Thanks be to Heaven, tho’ 
gay Appetite and Fancy are certainly indulged more than 
they ought to be, yet the Circulation of Property depends, 
incomparably the greater part of it, upon fuch Demands is 
are ufcful and innocent. That fimaller part of it which 
pafics through the Retailers of luxurious Pleafure, is fo far 
trom deferving to be encouraged or approv d, that it moft 
certainly tends to the Detriment of Society. For thofe 
defpicable Minifters are always humble W orfhippers of the 
Demon who fupports them ; and never fail to fpend in her 
Service the votive Offerings which her Favourites bring to her 
Shrine. French Cooks, Italian Muficians, Foplin Taylors, 
Dancers, Tire-women, and all the Mango’s which retain to 
luxurious Pleafure, are conftantly known to diffipate their 
large Revenues, as faft as they get them, in thofe humbler 
W: ays of Luxury which they dare aipire to : Thus propa- 
gating through the Nation, as far as their Influence extends, 
puny “Bodies and effeminate Minds, for the Strength, Glory, 
and Happinefs of the Body Politick. 

’Tis a vulgar Error, that the Profperity of a State confifts 
foleily in the meer Circulation of Property. That Circulation 
is fo far ufefu!, as it forces the Inhabitants to be bufy, and 
prevents the Evils of publick Idlenefs, Indolence, and Want 
of Thought: It becomes happy and virtuous, if it be con- 
verfant about the Inftruments of Virtue, about fuch Arts as 
tend to the Strength, Magnanimity, and Glory of a People: 
Dut if Property be quickly circulated only from quick Re- 
turns of luxurious Defire, and from various and opcrofe 
Contrivances to gratify it, that_very Circulation becomes a 
publick Evil. For while the Property circulating, or the 
Credit which attends it, refts in the Pofleffion of any Indi- 
vidual ; it enables that Individual, in a luxurious State, to 
contrive new Refinements cf vicious Pleafure, and confe- 
quently to increafe the Unhappinefs of his Country : Where- 
as without fuch a quick Circulation, Individuals muft be 
forced by Degrees to bring their afte to the Standard of 
fimple Nature. Virtue is the fupreme Happinefs of every 
Nation, as of every private Man ; and all the fubordinate 
Conve- 
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Conveniences are Good or Ill], as they take that Courfe which 
is moft favourable to Virtue. But to return to the particular 
Virtue which is now to be confidered. ) 

The laft and nobleft Recommendation of Frugality, is, that 
it conduces to publick Honefty, and publick Strength A 
frugal Man is, with refpeét to external Fortune, indepen- 
dent, and free from all the Inticements of Corruption. I 
have learned from Hiftory, that luxurious Ages have been 
always Ages of Peculation and Bribery; and generally, the 
concluding Seafons of the Glory and Liberty of a State. It 
was fo in ancient Sparta; where the Victories of Lyfander 
and Agefilaus, brought a Flood of Wealth into the City, 
which proved too ftrong for the admirable Policy of Lycurgus. 
It was fo in ancient Athens, where the Command of the 
Sea, and the Dominions of the Ifles, raifed an ungovernable 
Petulance, which the Strength of no Nation under Heaven 
could have fupported. It was fo in ancient Rome, where 
Craffus and Cafar bought and fold the principal Inhabitants 
by means of the horrid Neceffities, into which their licentious 
Pieafures had plunged them. It was fo in modern Fhorezce, 
where the Luxury of private Citizens could not ftand Proof 
againft the infinuating Magnificence of the Medicis. I pray 
God it may prove fo in modern France ; for the Glory of 
France is incompatible with the Good of Mankind; and 
therefore it is no Impiety to pray that it may be deftroyed : 
and Lewis XIV. eftablifhed among his Subjects fuch a Syftem 
of Happinefs and Honour, as in the natural Courfe of Things 
can only fit them to be fwept from the Face of the Earth, 
by Men that have Liberty and Virtue, and common Senfe 
remaining. 

I afferted that Frugality conduces, not only to publick 
Honefty, but alfo to publick Strength. It might be made to 


, appear by more Ways than one. ‘The Strength of a State 


confifts in the colleétive Strength. of all its Members, and 


/ in their Readinefs to exert it for the publick Service. That 


Frugality conduces to perfonal Strength, both of Body and 
Fortune, need not be a-gued, after what is faid above. That 
Frugality inclines Men to exert their Strength for the pub- 
lick Service, will appear from this Confideration, that nothing 
can fo much difincline them, as Habits of luxurious and felfith 
Pleafure. Whereas the frugal Man, having no fuch Habits, will 
be fenfible how much his own Happinefs is included in the pub- 
lic Safety, and will find no other more favourite Way of open- 
ing and difpenfing the Fruits of his Care, than endeavouring to 
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fupport that public Community, under which alone he can 
hope to enjoy them. 
MERCATOR, 


To the Keeper of the MUSEUM. 
Pratulerim Scriptor delirus inerfque videri.—Hor. 


SIR, 

S your Paper hath been the Channel, through which I 
A have fometimes chofe to convey my Sentiments to the 
Publick, I cannot help acquainting you with a Circumftance 
awkward enough, which lately befell me. 

I had taken up your lalt Mufeum, to which I had been 
a Contributor ; and, as *twas very natural for an Author 
to do, was eagerly expecting to receive vaft Satisfaction from 
the Confcioufnefs of the Share I had in it, when my Friend 
who ftood next to me, and was ignorant of the Intereft I 
took in the Performance I had open before me, moft un- 
luckily cut me fhort with—— ‘* You may read on where 
« you are got, if you pleafe; but I can aflure you there is 
* no great Matter in it.’ To be fenfible of the Affront, 
to be enrag’d at the Offender, to renounce his Friendfhip, 
and to vow Revenge, all this was but the Work of an In- 
ftant; in fhort, imagine a Perfon panting for and big with 
the Expeétation of Fame, and in a Moment moft inhumanly 
difappointed of it, wounded alieno Vulnere as it were, and 
without being aim’d at, not daring even to expoftulate with 
my Affaffin ; flily looking out after, and angling for Reputa- 
tion and Applaufe, and moft provokingly meeting with only 
Contempt and Difgrace, and you will have but a faint Idea 
of what I felt upon the Geodon 

An Explanation wou’d but have made Things worfe. At ° 
firft therefore I was refolv’d to take Refuge in contemning 
within my own Mind the Judgment of my Friend; but as he 
was allow’d tc be a Man of good Senfe, and I fhou’d readil 
have allow’d it him in my Favour, J at laft even honeftly 
confider’d with myfelf, whether there might not be fome- 
what folid in what he faid ; and by fairly divefting myfelf of 
my Prejudices, am come at laft to fee my Performance, al- 
moft in the fame Light in which it appear’d to him, fo that 
I find my Sentiments now perpetually converging towards his; 
infomuch, that if inftead of faying there was no great Matter 
in my Performance, which I own fhock’d me extreamly at 
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the Time, he wou’d only mend the Expreffion a little, by 
faying it was very Tolerable, 1 wou’d come to this Compro- 
mife with him, that indeed it was not fo very Extraordinary ; 
which I think wou’d be adjufting the Difference between us 
amicably enough. 

As this. Accident hath given me Occafion to turn my 
Thoughts pretty much this Way of late, I defign this for a 
Confolatory Epiftle to difappointed Authors : after premifing 
thus much as an Encouragement to ’em to deal uprightly 
with themfelves, viz. that however mortifying a Procefs this 
may have feem’d to be, yet the Pleafure f feel from having 
gain’d fo compleat a Victory over myfelf, pays very well 
for the Conflict, and I can aflure ’em, that the Confideration 
of my Proficiency as a Philofopher, very much overballanc- 
eth my Chagrin as an Author. 

In the firft Place then, I wou’d have my good Brethren 
reconcile themfelves to thefe Difappointments, fiom the Con- 
fideration of the great Difficulty there is of fucceeding this 
Way, and from the very fmall Number comparatively, 
who in reality have thus fucceeded. Approv’d-of Writers 
ftand very thin, and almoft alone, they are the Pauci quos 
aquus amavit ‘Fupiter ; fo that it is no fort of Reflection to 
mifs of what doth not fall to the Lot of above one in ten 
Thoufand ; and we are fure to be in the greateft Company if 
we fucceed but ill, which after all is fome Comfort. ut 
what great Advantage wou’d it be to us to fucceed, fince a 
Talent in Writing only ferves to light a Man up to burn out 
for the Benefit of the World? The Author’s Wife, which other 
Men enjoy! Befides that ’tis the moft hazardous of all Em- 
ployments, fince like foolifh Gamefters, who double their 
Bets continually, an Author conftantly ftakes down all the 
Reputation he hath acquir’d, upon every new Performance. 

*Tis upon this Account we may imagine, that a very good 
Judge of Men and Manners heretofore, look’d upon a Man's 
turning his Thoughts this Way-as a kind of Judgment upon 
him — Nec fatis apparet, cur verfus faétitet, &c. We do not 
know in fhort, how far Succefs might have intoxicated us, 
how far it might have turn’d all our Thoughts and Endea- 
vours into one idle Channel, to the Neglect of every other 
fubftantial Duty of Life. 

But fecondly, if it is not in our Power by our Writings 
to arrive at Fame, I found it lately of great Ufe to turn our 
Thoughts chiefly upon the little Value of it. A great Matter 
indeed, to be able to write fo as to pleafe the People of one 


Ifland, and that too but for half a Century! which is all that 
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the Beft of us can hope for. But if it be thought too 
hard a Tafk, heartily to contemn Fame, and if Writers 
diflike the Sentence that is paft upon their Works, I wou’d 
advife ’em, even to except againit their Judges. °*Tis an 
artificial kind of Relief that one gets by contemning the 
World in his Turn; and ’tis no fmall Eafe to a Mind gall’d 
with Difgrace, to pity heartily the poor Wretches who judge 
fo ill. 1 have known it of great Ufe too to an Author’s 
Quiet now then to vow Revenge, and refolve to deprive 
an ungrateful World of his Lucubrations, for its unjuft 
Preference of another Egone eum? qui illum? qui me? 
redcamne ad fcribendum? —— non, fi ultro obfecret. 

But as it may poffibly admit of a Doubt whether the World 
will be fo very fenfible of this Unhappinefs, and as this might 
be to take Vengeance of ourfelves alfo at the fame Time, I 
fhall pafs on 

Thirdly, to a more generous Confideration, and which 
gught to weigh more with a publick-fpirited Man, towards 
making him eafy under the Difappointment of Fame, than 
any other ; viz. that no Good-natur’d Perfon wou’d be fo 
unreafonable, as to wifh that all Mankind fhou’d judge 
wrong, rather than they fhou’d pafs a proper Cenfure on his 
Writings. Let us, if it be only for the fake of Peace and 
Order therefore, Iet us give up our little Prejudices, let us 
in Time defert our loft Caufe, and inftead of obftinately 
maintaining our Merit as Authors, a Poft which is untenable 
for us, let us endeavour at a more amiable Kind of Merit, 
that of fhewing a Deference to the Opinion of all Mankind. 

But if none of thefe Confiderations fhould avail towards 
comforting us under our ill Succefs as Authors, I fhall, to 
conclude all, fubjoin a Letter, which was fent fome Time 
fince to one who was very far gone in the Diftemper 
of Writing; by which we may be advis’d to retreat in Time, 
and think ourfelves happy that we can get off at the eafy 
Expence of a {mall Affront, or fome little Difefteem only. 
My Gentleman, it feems, refus’d to acquiefce in the Sentence 
which was univerfally pafs’d upon his Works, which made 
a certain bold Friend of his, take the Liberty of addreffing 


him by Letter as follows. 





SIR, 
¢ J Am furpriz’d that you refufe to ftand to the Decifion of 
¢ the Publick as to the Merit of your Writings, and am 


‘ jorry to fee thofe fenfelefs Appeals of yours to Pofterity, 
‘ jrom the Sentence pafs’d on your Works. Depend upon 
© it, 
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it, they will not reach down fe far: Pofterity will be, as 
you wou’d term it doubtlefs, depriv’d of fuch precious Re- 
mains, as others wou’d fay, delive:’d from fuch Imperti- 
nence; and therefore to be envied by the prefent Genera- 
tion chiefly upon this Account. 
‘ The Days of the Years of the Life of your Writings 
will be, if I have any Judgment at all, as the good old 
Man complain’d heretofore, few and evil; I mean, that 
they will be fhort in their Duration, as well as infamous 
whilft they laft; and I fhall be extreamly furpriz’d if they 
live the Life of an Almanack; nay, that of a monthly Ma- 
oo only, will be, if I miftake not, a kind of Patriarchal 
ongevity compar’d to ’em. Yes, yes, talking of Pof- 
terity with regard to your Writings, is the fondeft and 
oddeft Conceit imaginable ; ’tis like laying the Wager in 
the Fable about os an Afs {peak within twenty 
Years; which, fays the Wag, will either be dead, or one 
of us fhall be fo, a great deal within that Period ; in like 
Manner, take my Word for it, within an hundredth Part of 
the Space between us and Pofterity, there will be nothing 
relating to your Works remaining, no, not even what is 
moft likely to continue, the Contempt of ’em. 
* One wou’d have thought at leaft, that you wou’d have 
been a little checkt, from the Confideration that the Dif- 
like of your Writings is fo very general; for this feems to 
me to be one of thofe very few Cafes, concerning which 
there is an univerfal Confent. You alone however, are in 
the Oppofition, ’tis Concurrere bellum atque virum; like 
the Poet’s ‘Fupiter, you are at one End of the Chain pulling 
up and weighing againft the whole Earth and World at the 
other; and give me Leave to aflure you, that I am fo far 
from having the leaft Imagination, that you can have 
Reafon on your Side in defending the Goodnefs of your 
Performances, as the whole World thinks very ill of ’em, 
that indeed I fhou’d be thoroughly perfwaded they are 
but very indifferent, even tho’ all Mankind thought tle 
contrary. 





Tam, with great Commiferation of your Blindnefs, (¢ 
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DetrRacTion. .4 Vifon. 


Uperiour Excellence is the general Mark of Calumny ; and 

Envy is naturally led to afperfe, what it cannot imitate. 
A little Mind is fcandaliz’d at the Preheminence of its 
Neighbour, and endeavours to depretiate his Virtues. “Thus 
the diftempered Eyc, impatient of prevailing Brightnefs, by 
attempting to difcover Spots in the lucid Object, infenfibly 
betrays its own Weaknets. 

But as this is a Topic that hath been defcanted upon by a 
Variety of Pens, I fhall endeavour to enliven it with the Air 
of Novelty, by throwing my further Sentiments on this 
Subje& into the Form of a Vilion. 

Methought I found myfelf on a fudden in a very extenfive 
Region, which was fubject to the furifdiftion of a Fury, 
named Detraétion. The Fields around look’d wild and un- 
cultivated ; the Tops of the Hills were covered with Snow, 
znd the whole Country feemed to mourn the inclement Se- 
verity of one eternal Winter. Inftead of the grateful Verdure 
of a kindly Herbage, there fprang up to fight the Hemlock, 
Aconite, and other baneful Plants. “The Woods were in- 
habited by Beafts of Prey ; while on melancholy Boughs fate 

erch’d the Birds of Night, brooding in doleful Silence. 

In the middle of the Plain was a bleak Mountain, where 
I defery’d a Groupe of Figures, which I prefently made up 
to. On the Summit, the Fury of the Place prefented her- 
{lf to View; there was a peculiar Deformity attending her 
Perfon. Her Eyes were galled and red, her Vifage fwoln 
and terrible, and from ler Mouth proceeded a two-edged 
Sword. A blafted Oak was the Throne on which fhe fate ; 
her Food was the Teeth of Vipers, and her Drink was Gall 
and Vinegar. At a little Diftance from her, I obferved 
Ignorance talking loud in his own Praife, Pride ftrutting on his 
‘Tiptoes, Conceit practifing at a Mirrour, and Envy like a 
Vulture preying on herfelf. ‘The Multitude, that paid their 
Adoration to the Fury, was a Compofition of all Nations 
and Profeflions, of different Characters and Capacities. There 
was the Mechanick, the Tradefman, the Scholar; but the 
moft zealous V otaries confifted principally of old Maids, peevith 
Batchelors, difcarded Courtiers, and the like. Each ftrove 
to ingratiate himfelf with the Fury, by facrificing the beft 
and moft valuable of their Friends; nor could Proximity of 
Blood move Compaffion or plead Exemption from being the” 
Victim 

















Literary and Hifforical RecistEr, 12 
Vidtim of her infatiadle Cruelt Some addrefs’d this infernal 
Moloch with the fir Fruits of thei: Body ; while others were 
chanting forth the Extent of her Power, and expatiating’ on 
the Numbers of her Conquefts. 

At this Inftant arofe in my Mind all the little Sentiments 
of Humanity I had hitherto cultivated ; and | began to blame 
my criminal Curiofity, that prompted me to afcend the Moun- 
tain. But in a few Minutes the Scene was very agreeably 
reverfed ; for towards the Southern Boundaries J dijcovered 
the Clouds parting, the Sky purpling, and the Sun breaking 
forth in all his Glory: When immediately there appeared ad- 
vancing towards me, Geodnature, in all her Pomp and Splen- 
dor, arrayed Jike a fylvan Nymph, blooming with unitudied 
Graces. She was of a fair and ruddy Compiexion, which re- 
ceived additional Beauty from the pleafing Smiles that dwelt 
upon her Countenance. On her right Hand fhane Good 
Senfe, with a peculiar Majefty, though fomewhat of Diffi- 
dence in her Mien.—She was the chief Favourite with the 
Goddefs, and feemed to havethe whole Diretian of her Perfon. 
On her Left was Generofity, carrying a Heart in her Hand. The 
next that prefented herfelf was AZodefy, with her Eyes fixed 
on the Ground, and her Cheeks fpread with Rofes—Then 
followed a long Train of Beauties, who by the unaffected 
Charms of their Perfons, and an engaging Peculiarity of 
Drefs, made me defirous of a more intimate Acquaintance 
with them. Upon a nearer Approach, | found they were a 
Tribe of Britifh Ladies, who were always fond of. appearing 
in the Retinue of the Goddefs, from whofe indulgent Smiles 
they received an acceffional Luftre to their Charms. 1 then 
turned my Eyes to the Monfters that I have above defcrib- 
ed; the Principal of whom: grew pale, and prefently fell 
ina Swoon from her Throne ; Pride funk into a Shade ; 
Envy fell proftrate and bit the Ground ; while Jgnorance 
vanifhed like a Morning Cloud before the rifing Sun. As 
the Goddefs drew near, the whole Collection of Ficnds 
difappeared.—The Bafilifk fkulked into the Glade, the wild 
Beaft betook himfelf to his Covert, and the Oak on which 
the Fury had been feated, budded forth afrefh. Where e’er 
the Goddefs walk’d, the Flowers fprang up fpontaneous at 
her Feet ; the tender Roe was feen bounding o’er the Moun- 
tains, and the little Lambs {porting on the Hills ; inftead of 
the Briar and the Thorn, there fhot forth the Myrtle, and 
every odoriferous Shrub ; the Voice of the Turtle was heard 
in the Groves, and the Dales .refounded with the melodious 
Harmony of the Nightingale. In a Word, the whole Region 
confefs’d 
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confefs’d the benign Influence of the Deity and appeared in 
all the blufhing Softnefs of the Spring . 





ARISBE tf MARIUS junior, 


Th ARGUMENT. 


When Marius was expelled from Rome, by Sylla’s Fac- 

tion, and retired into Africa, bis Son (who accompany’d 
bim) Dog into the Hands of Hyempfal, King of Numidia, 
who kept bim mg oe ne of the Mifirefis of that King 
fell in Love with Marius junior, and was fo generous as to 
contrive and give him his Liberty, tho’ by that Means fhe fa- 
crificed her Love for ever. ’Twas after he had rejoined his 
Father, that jhe wrote him the following Letter. 


I. 
F all I valued, all I lov’d, bereft, 
Say, has my Heart this little Comfort left, 
That you the Memory of its Truth retain, 
And think with grateful Pity on my Pain? 


II, 


Tho’ but with Life my Sorrows can have End, 

(For Death alone can join me to my Friend) ‘ 
Yet think not I repent I fet you free, r 
I mourn your Abfence, not your Liberty. 


III. 


Before my Marius left Numidia’s Coaft, 

Each Day I faw him, fcarce an Hour was loft ; 

Now Months and Years muft pafs; nay, Life fhall prove 
But one long Abfence from the Man I love. 


IV. 
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IV, 
Painful Refleion ! Poifon to my Mind! 
Was it but Mortal too, it would be kind: 


But mad with Grief, I fearch the Palace round, 
And in that Madnefs, dream you’re to be found, 


V. 


Woulft thou believe it ? To thofe Walls I fly, 
Where thou wer’t Captive held ; there frantic cry, 
Thefe Fetters fure my Vagrant’s Flight reftrain’d ; 
Alas! thefe Fetters I myfelf unchain’d. 


VI. 
The liveelong Day I mourn, I loath the Light, 
And wait, impatient, each returning Night : 


What tho’ the horrid Gloom augment my Grief? 
’Tis grateful ftill, for I difclaim Relief. 


VIl. 


That Coz’ner Hope intrudes not on my Woes 
One only Interval my Sorrows know ; 

When Dreams, the kind Reverfers of my Pain, 
Bring back my charming Fugitive again. 


Vill, 


Yet there’s a Grief furpaffing all the reft ; 
A jealous Demon whifpers in my Breaft, 
Marius was falfe ; for Liberty alone, 
The fhow of Love the Hypocrite put on, 


IX. 


Then L-refie&, (ah! would I could forget !) 
How much your Thoughts on War and Rome were {ct 
How little Paffion did that Conduét prove ! 


Too ftrong thy Reafon, but too weak thy Love. % 
H 
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Thy Sword, ’tis true, a Father’s Caufe demands ; 
But "twas a Miftrefs gave it to thy Hands. 

To Love and Duty juft, give each their Part ; 
His be the Arm, and Mine be all thy Heart. 


XI. 


But what avail thefe Thoughts ? fond Wretch, give o’er ! 
Marius, or falfe or true, is thine no more: 

Since Fate has caft the Lot, and we muft part, 

Why fhould-I with to think I had his Heart ? 


XII. 


Yes, let me cherifh that Remembrance fill ; 
That Thought alone fhall foften ev’ry Ill ; 

To tell my Soul, his Love, his Truth was fuch, 
All was his Due, nor have I done too much. 


XI. 


Deceitful Comfort ! let me not perfuade 

My cred’lous Heart its Fondnefs was repaid : 
It makes my Soul with double Anguifh mourn 
Thofe Joys, which never, never muft return. 


XIV. 


Perhaps ev’n you, what moft I with oppofe, 
And in the Roman all the Lover lofe : 

I’m a Numidian, and your Soul difdains 

To bear th’ inglorious Weight of foreign Chains :- 


XV. 
Can any Climate then fo barb’rous prove, 
To ftand excluded from the Laws of Love ? 
His Empire’s univerfal, unconfin’d ; 


His Proxy Beauty, and his Slaves Menkind. — - - y 
VI. 
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XVI. 


Nor am I a Numidian’ but by Name, 

For I can Int’reft for my Love difclaim: 

My Virtue fhews what twas the Gods defign’d, 

By Chance, on Africk Clay they ftamp’d a Roman Mind. 


XVII. 


Not all the Heroes which your Rome can boaft, 
So much for Fame, as I for You have lott: 
Yourfelf I loft, oh! grateful, then confefs, 
My Tryal greater, though my Glory lefs. 


. XVIII. 


Yes, partial Gods ! Infli€tors of my Care ! 

Be witnefs what I felt, what Grief, what Fear ! 
When full of ftifled Woes the Night he fled, 
No Sigh I dar’d to breathe, no Tear to thed. 


; XIX. 


Whilft Men of Faith approv’d, a chofen Crew, 
Firm to their Truft, and to their Miftrefs true, 
With Care too punctual my Commands obey, 

And in one Freight, my Life and Thee convey. 


XX. 


» The harder Tafk was mine; condemn’d to bear 
With Brow ferene, my agonizing Care ; 
To mix in idle Talk, to force a Smile, 
A King and jealous Lover to beguile. 


XXI. 


Think in that dreadful Interval of Fate, 
All | held dear, thy Safety in debate ; 
Think what I fuffer’d, whilft my Heart afraid, 
Suggefts a thoufand Times that all’s betray’d. 
VI. Vou. Il. C XXIL 
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XXII. 
A thoufand Times revolving in my Mind 
The doubtful Chance: Oh, Love! faid I, be kind: 
Propitious to my Scheme, thy Vot’ry aid, 
And be my Fondnefs by Succefs repaid. 

XXIIf. 
Now bolder grown, with fanguine Hopes elate, 
My Fancy reprefents thy fmiling Fate: 
The Guards deceiv’d, and ev’ry Danger o’er, 
The Winds already waft thee from the Shore. 


XXIV. 


Thefe pleafing Images anew impart 

Life to my Eyes, and Gladnefs to my Heart ; 

Difpel the gloomy Fears that cloud my Face, 

And charm the little Flutterer to Peace, 
XXV. 

But now the King, or taftelefs to my Charms, 

Or weary of an abfent Miftrefs’ Arms, 

His own Apartment feeks, and grateful Reft ; 

That courted Stranger to the careful Breaft. 


XXVI. 


Whilft I, by Hopes and Fears alternate fway’d, 

Impaticnt afk the Slaves, if I’m obey’d. 

*Tis done, they cry’d, and ftruck me with Defpair ; 

For what I long’d to know, I dy’d to hear. 
XXVH. 

Fantaflick Turn of a diftraéted Mind ! 

I blam’d the Gods for having been too kind ; 

Curs’d the Succefs they granted to my Vows, 


And this affiftant Hand that All’d my Woes. 
XXVIII. 
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XXVIII. 
Such was my Frenzy in that Hour of Care, 
And fuch th’ Injuftice of my blind Defpair ; 
That even thofe, ungrateful, I upbraid, 
. Whofe fatal Diligence my Will obey’d. 


XXIX. 
Scarce Marius did thyfelf efcape my Rage ; 
(Moft lov’d of Men !) when Fears of black Prefage 
Defcribe thy Heart fo fond of Liberty, 
It never gave one parting Throb for me. 

XXX. 
At ev’ry Step you fhould have turn’d your Eye, 
Drop’d a regretful Tear, and heav’d a Sigh ; 


The Nature of the Grace I fhow’d was fuch, 
You not deferv’d it, if it pleas’d too much. 


XXXI. 


A Lover would have linger’d as he fled, 

And oft in Anguifh to himfelf have faid, 
Farewell forever !—ah ! yet more he’d done; 
A Lover never would have fled alone. 


XXXII, 


To force me from a hated Rival’s Bed, 

Why comes not Marius at an Army’s Head ? 
Oh! did thy Heart but with to fee that Day, 
*T would all my paft and future Woes repay. 


XXXII. 


But vain are all thofe Hopes: preferve thy Breatt 
From Falfehood only, I forgive the reft : 

Too happy, if no envy’d Rival boaft 

Thofe Joys Arifbe for her Marius lo. 


3 Ow 
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ing Mifs H— P T in an Apothecary’s Shop. 

Allacious Nymph, who here by Stealth 
Would feem to be the Goddefs HEALTH ! 

Mafk’d in that divine Difguife, 

Think’ ft thou to ’fcape Poetick Eyes? 

Back, Siren — for, I know, thou ftray’d 

From the harmonious Ambufcade, 

Where many a Traveller, that took 

The Invitation of thy Look, 

Has felt the Coz’nage of thy Charms, 

Tickled to Death within thine Arms. 

Know, that I faw you yefter Night, 

At once with Horror and Delight, 

Drag Luna from her heavenly Frame, 

And outfhine her when fhe came. 

Yes, Inchantrefs, I can tell 

How by the Virtue of a Spell, 

Cloath’d like Cherub.Innocence, 

Here you fix your Refidence, 

That fecurely you may mix 

Your Philters in the Streams of Styx ; 

And have at Hand, in every Part, 

Materials for your magic Are ; 

Foffils, Fungus’s, and Flow’rs, 

With all the fafcinating Pow’rs, ——— 

God of the prefcribing Trade, 

Doétor Phabus, lend thine Aid ; 

If thou’lt fome Antidote devife, 

Pll call thee Harvey of the Skies ; 

Or (for at one Glance thou can’ft fee 

All that is, or that thal] be, 


, 
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Intentions ripening into Ad, 

And Plans emerging up to Faét,) 

Look in her Eyes, and thence explain 
All the Mifchief that they mean. 

Say in what Grove, and near what Trees 
Will the feek th’ Hippomanes ; 

There, there Ill meet her, — there I'll try 
Th’ affwafive Pow’r of Harmony. 

I think, ’ve got an Amulet, 

That will her Rage a while abate. 

No — all Refiftance is in vain — 
Charmer, I yield — I hug my Chain, 
Alas ! — I fee ’tis to no End 

With fuch Puiflance to contend ; 

For fince continually you dwell 

In that Apothecary’s Cell, 

And while fo ftudioufly you pry 

Into the fage Difpenfary, 

And read fo many Doétor’s Bill, 

You learn infallibly to kill, —— 


To the Keeper of th MUSEUM. 


STR, 


T is an Affertion of Mr. Voltaire’s, that Hudibras cannot 

poffibly be tranflated into any other Language, without 
lofing all the Drollery and Spirit of the Original ; which 
perhaps you will not fubfcribe to without fome Hefitation, 
when you perufe the following fix Lines, which were aétu- 
ally render’d extempore by a Gentleman of Cambridge. 


So 
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'O learned TYaliacctius from 
The brawny Part of Porter’s Bum 
Cut fupplemental Nofes, which 
Shou’d laft as long as Parent Britch, 
But foon as Date of Knock was out 
Off dropt the fupplemental Snout. 


\TC Taliacoti ars amica 
Veétoris parte de poftica, 
Falfis invenit carnem nafis, 
Que duret tamdiu, quam BASIs : 
Sed rofirum parili ruiné 


Cum clune periit confobrind. 





LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


Hiftoire Naturelle des Abeilles, Se. 
That is, 


_1 Natural History of Bers, with Copper Plates. 
Two Volumes in 12mo0. Vol.\. 412 Pages. Vol. i. 
441. Paris 1744. 


HE Author of this Work has induftrioufly concealed 
his Name, but in the Privilege of the King for print- 
ing the Book, the Sieur Bazin, Correfpondent of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, is mention ied as the Perfon requefting it 
M. Reaumur, in one of the Memoirs of the Academy, men- 
tions a M. Bazin, who is probably the fame Perfon. He has 
collected into one View all that Swammerdam, Maraldy, 
and Reaumur had obferved on this Subject, frequently preferv- 
ing the very Words of the latter. His Book is thrown into 
the Form of a Dialogue, and the Subject is treated in a very 
amufing and agreeable Manner. “ 
€ 
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He begins with a general View of the Hive. The Glafs 
Hive reprefents a City of fixteen or of eighteen thoufand In- 
habitants. This City is itfelf a Monarchy, compofed of a 
Queen, of Grandees, Soldiers, Artizans, Porters, Houfes, 
Streets, Gates, Magazines, and a moft ftri& Civil Policy. 
The Queen dwells in a Palace, in the inner Part of the 
City ; fome of the Cells (which run perpendicular from the 
Top of the Hive) are larger than the reft. Thefe belong 
to thofe, who, after the Queen, hold the firft Rank in the 
Commonwealth ; the others are inhabited by the common 
People. ‘The Cells are all publick Buildings, which belong 
to the Society in common ; for among this People, there is 
no Meum nor Tuum. Some Cells are clofe Magazines for a 
Store of Honey; others for the daily Nourifhment of the 
labouring Bees ; others are deftin’d to receive Eggs, and to 
lodge the Worm from which the young Bee {prings. 

In the Hive there is ufually but one Queen, fix or eight 
hundred, or even a thoufand Males, called Drones, and from 
fifteen to fixteen thoufand or upwards, of Bees without Sex, 
who carry on the whole Policy and Manufacture of the Hive. 
The Mother-Bee, or the Queen-Afother, is the Soul of the Com- 
munity, and but for her, every thing would languifh; when 
fhe is fecreted from the Hive, the other Bees lofe all Care 
of Pofterity, and make neither Honey nor Wax, fo that the 
City foon becomes defolate and empty.—The reft of the 
Bees pay her the moft dutiful Refpect, and follow her where- 
ever fhe goes, or is carried from Home. Her Subjeéts per- 
form their feveral Fun@ions without any Inftructions, and 
without giving her the leaft Trouble. Her only Bufinefs is 
to People the Hive ; and this fhe fulfils fo perfectly, as well 
to deferve the moft honourable of all political Titles, that 
hance | her Country. To deferve the Love of her Subjeéts, 
*tis neceflary the fhould produce from ten to twelve thoufand 
Children in the Space of feven Weeks, and one Year with 
another, from thirty to forty Theufand. She is eafily diftin- 
guifh’d from the other Bees, 7 the Form of her Body, 
which is longer and flenderer. Her Wings are fhorter, in 
Proportion to her Length: In the other Bees, they cover 
the whole Body ; in her, they terminate about half way, at 
the third Ring of her Trunk. She has, like the reft, 2 
Sting and Bladder of Poifon ; but is with much more Diffi- 
culty provoked to ufe them ; though when fhe does, the 
Wound is larger and much more painful. 

The Drones, or the thoufand Hufbands of this fingle Queen, 
are found in the Hive only from the Beginning of May to 

the 
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the End of Fuly. Their Number increafes every Day du?- 
ing that fpace of Time, and is greateft when the Queen 
is breed ding ; in a few Days after which Period they die a vio- 
lent Death. Their Way of living is very different from the 
reft: For excepting the fingle Moment when they pay their 
Duty to the Que n, they are quite idle, and enjoy a moitt 
luxurious Fare ; being fed only with the fineft Honey, whcere- 
as the common Bees live in a great meafure upon Wax. 
Thefe go out early in the Morning, and don’t return till 


they are loaded with Honey and Wax, for the Good of 


the Society: The Drones, on the contrary, don’t go Abroad 
till about eleven o’Clock to take the Air, and return pundtually 
before fix at Night. They have no Stings, nor thofe long 
elaftic Tceth with which the other Bees work up the Honey; 
nor thofe kind of Hollows, which ferve them for Bafkets te 
bring it Home to the ye The other Bees, or the Manu- 
facturers (as we may call them) have an infinite Number 
of itrange Particeliodision about them, of which we can only 
impart a few to the Reader. 

Their Head feems triangular, and the Point of the Triangle 
is form’d by the meeting of two long elaftic Teeth, which 
are concave on the Infide. In the fecond and third Pair of 
their Legs, is a Part called the Brujb, of a fquare Figure, 
with its outward Surface polifh’d and fleek, and its inward 
hairy, like a common Brufh. With thefe two Inftruments 
they prepare their Wax and Honey. The Materials of their 
Wax lie in the Form of Duft, upon the Stamina of Flowers. 
When the Bee would gather this Duft, fhe enters into the Flow- 
er, and takes it up by 1 means of her Bruth, to which it eafily ad- 
heres. She comes out all covered with it, fometimes ycllow a 
fometimes red, or according to the native Colour of the Duft. 
If this Duft be inclofed in the Capfule of a Flower; the 
pierces the Capfule with her long moveable Teeth, and then 
gathers it. When fhe is quite loaded with Duft, the rubs 
herfelf to collect it, and rolls it up in a little Mafs. Some- 
times fhe performs this part of her Bufinefs by the Way ; 
fometimes fhe ftays till fhe comes to the Hive. As foon as 
it is formed into a Ball about the Size of a Grain of Pepper, 
fhe lodges it in her Bafket, and returns Home with a Joy 
preportionable to the Quantity fhe brings. The Honcy of 
the Bees is found in the fame Place with the Wax. It is 
lodged in little Refervoirs, placed at the Bottom of the 
Flower. But to defcribe the Manner in which they gather it, 
and the Inftruments the ey make ufe of, would engage us in 
too long a Detail. The Sting of the Bee is a little concave 

Dart; 
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Dart; when its Bafe is prefs’d, there appears a fmall Drop 
of a fine tranfparent Liquor ; and when that Drop is wiped 
off, a fecond fucceeds. This is the fatal Liquor which poi- 
fons the Wounds inflicted by the Sting. What is common- 
ly called the Sting, is a double or a fheathed Canal ; and 
the Wound is infli&ed by darting out the real Sting from 
under its Sheath or Cover. This real Sting itfelf is double, 
and compofed of two Joints, which play together, or fepa- 
rately, as the Bee pleafes. They confitt of a horny, tough 
Matter. Their Extremity is like a Saw, andthe Teeth of the 
Saw are turned inwards like the Head of an Arrow, which eaftly 
goes in, but cannot come out without horrid Tearings of the 
Flefh. On each fide of the Sting are fifteen or fixteen of thefe 
Teeth; at the Bafe of the Sting, but withia the Body is found 
the Bladder of Poifon. ‘The fame Powers which make the Sting 
play, prefs the Bladder at the fame time, force out its Liquor, 
and dart it intothe Wound. But the Wound which the Bee 
infliGs, cofts her very dear. When her Sting is fixed in the 
Flefh, if fhe be driven away, fhe leaves it behind her, and 
with it all its Appurtenances, that is to fay, the poifonous 
Bladder, and the Mufcles which direé it. In her Flight, 
fhe muft neceflarily tear her own Bowels, and cannot fur- 
vive the Wound the gives herfelf. Neverthelefs, her Sting 
feems defigned by Nature to render her Refentment as effec- 
tual as poffible ; for after fhe has left it in the Wound, it 
continues to move in the Flefh from one Side to another, and 
to fink deeper in, rendering the Wound as violent as it can. 
The Liquor preffed from the Sting is a real Poifon ; for 
if the Flefh be prick’d with the fineft Pin, and this Liquor 
afterwards inftill’d into the Wound, there follows a Pain ex- 
actly refembling the Sting of a live Bee. 

The Birth of Bees affords very curioys Materials .for Na- 
tural Hiftory: Two Methods have been ufed to difcover it ; 
one, by examining the Behaviour of the Mother-Bee ; and 
the other, by anatomizing her.” The Queen-Mother has two 
diftinét Ovaria, which, according to Swammerdam’s Compu- 
tation, contain about five thoufand one hundred Eggs, when 
fhe is ready to day. This Computation will make it eafily 
credible, that, in feven or eight Weeks, fhe may lay ten or 
twelve thoufand Eggs ; for the Number of Eggs impercepti- 
ble by reafon of their Smallnefs, does certainly furpafs the 
Number of thofe that ate vifible. The Generation of Bees 
is now no Secret in Natural Hiftory. It has been already 
obferved that the Drones are Males, and the working Bees of 
no Sex. The former are difcovered to be Males, by the 

Vou. Il, D plain 
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plain Anatomy of their internal Parts ; and in the working 
Bees, none of thefe Mafculine Parts are to be found, nor 
any Parts that can denominate them of either Sex; fo that 
the Queen-Mother is the only Female of the Hive, to whofe 
Service alone this vaft Number of Hufbands are deftin’d by Na- 
ture. Our Author found Means to be privy to all the Ceremonies 
of Gallantry between theMale and the Queen. Having fecured 
a young Queen, he put her in a Glafs Sand-box, alone with 
a Male; he foon difcovered the Character of the amorous 
Princefs. As he had conftantly obferved the Queens to be 
feafted by the working Bees, to receive from them Prefents 
of Honey, and a thoufand Carefles of all forts; fo he here 
faw the Queen pay the fame Compliments to her Spoufe ; 
fhe went round him, fhe ftroked him gently; fhe offered 
him Honey, and fhewed him a thoufand tender Affiduities : 
The Drone received her Carefles very ftupidly, as if they had 
been due to him ; and as if he obliged her by fuffering them. 
By Degrees however, after about a Quarter of an Hour, he 
grew a little alive; and after the Queen had fet herfelf to look 
full upon him, had ftroked his Head with her Legs, and had 
fanned him foftly with her Wings ; he feem’d determined to 
repay the Advances which fhe made him. When the Female 
faw this, fhe redoubled her Careffes, in a Manner not very 
modeft, and inconfiftent with that Superiority which Nature 
has affign’d in general to the Male. However, her indolent 
Spoufe grew more animated and active ; and their Endear- 
ments lafted, by Fits, for three or four Hours. After this, the 
Male fell into‘ a Repofe, which the Queen thought too long. 
She endeavoured to rouze him from his Lethargy ; fhe feized 
him with her Teeth by the Collar, fhe raifed him up with 
great Efforts, and fometimes put her Head under his Body. 
But it was all in vain; for the poor Drone was irrecovera- 
bly dead. 

By this curious Hiftory the Reader will know in what 
Manner the Queen or Mother-Bee conceives ; and we have 
very plain Rules, by which to calculate her Fecundity. On 
which Occafion, we cannot avoid faying fomewhat concern- 
ing the Refpeét, which the other Bees pay her when fhe 
depofites her Eggs. At that happy Seafon fhe goes from 
Cell to Cell, accompanied by a certain Number of Bees, 
who range themfelves in a Circle round her, and feem to 
gaze upon her ; paying her the higheft Court, and endea- 
vouring by all poffible means to make themfelves agreeable. 
Some gently ftroke her, fome are affiduous to make her clean, 
and others offer her Honey. She enters every Cell —_ 
an 
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/ 
and in different Manners : The firft time with her Head fore- 
moft, to fee that all is clean and neat ; and the fecond time 
contrary-wife, to depofite her Egg, which fhe docs in a 
Moment. “he generally repofes herfelf after depofiting five 
or fix Eggstogether. Sometimes fhe paffes by an empty Ccll, 
when fhe finds it either too great or too little; for the 
knows, by an admirable Inftinct, whether fhe is about to 
depofitea plebeian Egg, which is of the leaft Size ; whether one 
from which a Male is to be produced, which is larger ; or one 
that gives Birth to a Queen, which is largeft of all, and of 
a difterent Form. Different Cells have a Form and Dimen- 
fions fuitable to each of thefe, nor do the Bees build them 
at Hazard with refpe& totheir Numbers ; but their Numbers 
are always proportionable to the Number of Eggs, which the 
Welfare of the Hive requires, fuitable to each Kind of Cell, 
And if the Queen, in her Progrefs through the Hive, comes 
to a Cell of a Size too little or too great for the Egg 
which fhe muft next depofite, or of a Form unfuitable to it, 
fhe moft certainly and conftantly paffes that Cell by, and 
goes on to another of proper Dimenfions. The Number of 
‘ges which fhe lays in a Day, may be thus determined. 
Suppofe a Swarm produced towards the End of March, and 
which takes its Flight towards the twenticth, or the twen- 
ty-fifth of May ; a Swarm not of the largeft, will con- 
fift of ten or twelve thoufand Bees: Notwithftanding that 
great Colony, the Hive remains as well peopled as it was 
at the Beginning of March. The Mother-Bee has therefore, 
in two Months, depofited at leaft two thoufand Eggs, which 
is at the Rate of two hundred a Day. Her Eggs are five 
or fix times as long as their tranfverfe Diameter: Its two 
Ends are rounded, but one End is much thicker than ano- 
ther ; ’tis a little crooked ; its Colour is a bluifh White; its 
Shell is a flexible Membrane, and it may be bended almoft 
double, and will yet return to its former Figure. At firft 
Sight it appears extremely fmooth ; but with a good Micro- 
fcope, there is plainly difcovered upon it a very nice Work- 
manfhip of ftrait Lines running wat toey The Bee de- 
pofites it by the flenderer Extremity, at an Angle in the Bot- 
tom of the Celi ; and the moit general Situation fhe gives 
it, is parallel to the Horizon. She fometimes lays more 
Eggs than one in a Cell ; but that only happens when fhe 
is obliged to difcharge them, and does not find Cells enough 
prepared to receive them. All thefe fupernumerary Eggs are pure 


| Lofs to the Hive. One Cell can contain and nourifh only 


» one Worm ; on which Account the common Bees go very 
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carefully after the Queen from Celi to Cell, and leave but 


one Egg in each. *Tis very remarkable that the Queen is. 


fo weli directed by her Inftin¢ét, that fhe never depofites an 
Egg, from which a Queen is to fpring, in a Plebeian Cell, 
but always in thofe larger Cells, which may be called the 
Royal Ones. 

The Egg requires no other Foftering than what the Heat 
of the Hive*affords it. At the End of two or three Days, 
a Worm comes out, and.falls to the Bottom of the Cell. 
Tis long, and as it increafes in Size, is roll’d up into a cir- 
cular Fold. Its Colour is milk-white: it is very weak and 
infenfible : its Head refembles that of a Silk-worm. There 
is prepar’d for its Nourifhment a kind of Jelly, which is 
{pread on the Bottom of the Cell, and which ferves it alfo 
for 2 Couch. Its Nurfes are the working Bees, and very 
affe€tionate Nurfes they are. Several Times a Day, a Bee 
is feen to enter into every Cell, to fupply the Worm with 
Nourifhment ; and after fhe is come out, another Bee, or 
fometimes more, juft give a Look in, to fee if every thing 
be neat and warm ; thefe latter Infpectors feldom go quite 
in; if they do, it’s where the Cell has not been fuficiently 
provided for by the firft Nurfe. The Nurfe’s Care of the 
Young, extends to a moft exact Management of their Diet, 
according to their feveral Ages ; the Younger being fed with 
a lighter and more delicate, and the Fuller-grown with the 
more folid, M. Reaumur found, in the Cells of the youngeft 
Worms, a Liquid quite infipid ; in thofe of the middle-fiz’d 
Worm, a light kind of Honey, or diflolv’d Sugar; and in 
thofe of the eldeft, the Food had the dire&t Tatte of Sugar, 
with a little Acidity. The Colour alfo of their Food is dif- 
ferent, according to their Ages ; that of the Youngeft being 
Whitith, and that of the Full-grown fometimes Yellow, 
fometimes Green. 

When the Bees find the Worm come to its full Growth, 
they carry it no more Food: the laft Service they pay it, is 
to fhut it up very exactly in its little Lodge ; thus fecuring it 
from any Difturbance, in the Time of its Transformation, 
and from all Communication with the external Air. Its 
Bufinefs is now to prepare a fort of Tapeftry Hanging to its 
Cell ; probawly the Bed of Wax which fuited it when a Worm, 
is convenient for its Nymph-State. Nature has accordingly 
provided it with a filky Matter, which it draws out of its 
Body, and with a fort of Wire-drawing Inftrument, like that 
of the Silk-worm. Its Thread of Silk is very fine; it applies 
it to all the external Surface of the Cell, following its Angles 
very 
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very exaétly. The Threads are laid on very clofe toge- 
ther, and unite. This Tapeftry is often compos’d of one 
Web laid upon another, even as far as to twenty Doubles. 
When a Worn, after having thus furnifh’d her Cell, is turn’d 
into a Nympha, then into a Fly, and when t!is Fly has piere’d 
the Enclofure with which the nur/ing Fees hid feal'd up its 
Cell ; the Manufadiurers come in immediately to clean up the 
Place, and to remove the Spoils or old Veftments of the 
Worm and the Nympha; but they never deftroy the Ta- 
peftry. For the Cell, being thus clean’d thoroughly, may 
erve for another Worm. Accordingly the Queen lays in it 
anew, and the Worm which is born of the lait Egg, makes 
a new Tapeftry, juft as its Predeceflor had done: By thefe 
repeated Hangings of the Cell, its Walls become firmer, 
and more ferviceable. But the Cels defign’d to receive a 
Royal Egg, are treated with more Diflinction ; and when a 
Queen comes out of it, the other Bees immediately deftroy 
it, that it may never be profan’d by a meaner Gueft. 

Our Limits will not allow us to enter into many Parti- 
culars, full as curious as thefe which we have related, con- 
cerning the feveral Transformations of the Egg, the Mafla- 
cres, which fometimes happen, of fupernumerary Queens, of 
Males, and Worms; nor can we fo particularly as it de- 
ferves, give the Hiftory of the Propolis, a fort of Rofin with 
which the Bees ftop up the Chinks and Crannies ef their 
Cells. Thefe make the Subjeéts of the laft Chapters of the 
fuft Volume. 

The fecond Volume feems efpecially defign’d for the Ufe 
of thofe who keep Bees, and are defizous to keep them in 
the moft flourifhing Condition. The Author enters here 
into many curious and ufeful Enquiries, concerning the Ori- 
gin and Nature of Wax, and the Ufe which the Bees make 
of it, as well in their Diet, 2s in building their Cells: he 
gives a very exact Defcription of their Cells, of the Faults 
they are apt to commit in building them, and in what Mannir 
they put the laft Hand to them. He treats very largely of the 
Origin, the Manufacture, and Qualities of their Honey, and 
the beft Manner of taking it with the Wax from the Hive, 
without deftroying the Bees. He propofes feveral Methods 
to incrcafe their Manufacture of Wax; with feveral other 
Details concerning the Manner of removing Bees frem one 
Place to another ; concerning their Employments in the Hive, 
the Enemies which they have to guard againft among the 
other Infeé&s, the Neceflity of preferving them from the Cold 
in Winter and Spring; concerning the feveral Precautions 
which 
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which it is neceflary to obferve in order to make them thrive ; 
and laftly, concerning their Difeafes, and their natural 
Death. 

This Work is very agreeable and much to be efteem’d, 
as well for the ufeful Knowledge it contains, as for the 
elegant Manner in which it is wrote; and efpecially as it 
comprehends in one View, every thing relating to the Sub- 
ject, which before was only to be met with, fcatter’d up 
and down in the numerous and expenfive Volumes of Swam- 
merdam, Reaumur, and the French Academy. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Hiftory and Political Interefts of PRUSSIA. 


"Ty ee though it be one of the lateft, is cg far from 
being the leaft confiderable Kingdom in Europe, and 
feems to be every Day rifing in Power, in Extent, and in 
Reputation ; which is the Reafon that we judged it neceflary 
to treat of it, and of its Concerns, independent of thofe of the 
Empire; in as much as we have feen that the Kings of 
Pruffia have been of late confidered as one of the great Pow- 
ers of the North: And there is the higheft Probability, as 
will be fhewn in the Profecution of this Article, that they 
may hereafter become more confpicuous in that Character, 
and take a much larger Share in the general Syftem of Affairs 
in Europe, than they have hitherto done. We fhall not pre- 
tend to rife higher in the Hiftory of the Princes of the Houle 
of Brandenburgh, than the Beginning of the laft Century ; 
but fhall content ourfelves with obferving, that no Houfe in 
Germany has produced more great Princes, or Princes of 
greater Merit than this. Some have been diftinguifhed by 
their Valour and Military Skill, that frequently placed them 
at the Head of the Armies of the Empire, which, befides con- 
tributing to their own Glory, added likewife to their Do- 
minions, and to the Happinefs of their Subjects. Some again 
have been no lefs diftinguifhed for their confummate Knowledge 
in Politicks, for their making the beft Ufe of their Abilities 
in that refpect, for promoting the Peace and Welfare of 
Germany, as well as increafing and adding to their own 
Territories, by the dexterous Beonsqement of their Affairs 
in 
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in the moft critical Conjunétures. Others of them have 
been celebrated for their great Learning, extenfive Science, 
and admirable Eloquence; all which remarkable Qualities 
they applied for the Benefit of their ~— and for the 
Improvement of their Dominions. As a Proof of this, we 
need only obferve that Albert of Brandenburgh, who flourifh- 
ed in the fifteenth Century, was ftiled by the Pope the Achilles 
of Germany, but the Germans themfelves called him their 
Ulyffes. His Succeflor ohn, had the Title of the German 
Cicero; and George the Firft, Ele&tor of Brandenburgh, in the 
Middle of the fixteenth Century, was fo renowned for his 
Probity, that the Dukes of Mecklenburgh, and Anhalt, and 


4 the EleG&tor of Saxony, appointed him by their Wills Tutor 


to their Children, which Truft he executed with the higheft 
Juftice ; fo that it may without Flattery be faid, that the 
prefent Greatnefs of this illuftrious Houfe is not the Work of 
Chance, or the Effe&t of any remarkable Flow of good For- 
tune ; but of the Valour, Wifdom, Juftice, Prudence, and 
Piety of a long Succeffion of able Princes. 

Joun SicismunD, Eleétor of Brandenburgh, embraced the 
reformed Religion, and introduced it into his Territories. After 
» the ExtinGion of the Family of the Dukes of Cleves, he, 

» in Conjuntion with the Ele&or Palatine, made himfelf Mafter 
of that Succeffion, notwithftanding the Expeétative that had 

» been granted the Duke of Saxony, and by this Means added 
a very confiderable Country to his Dominions, His Right 
to which was thus founded: He had married the Princefs 
» Anne, eldeft Daughter to Albert Frederick of Pruffia, and 

Mary Eleanor, eldeft Sifter of the laft Duke of Cleves. Up- 
on the Death of his Father-in-law, he took Pofleffion of 
) the Duchy of Pruffa, of which he obtained the Inveftiture 
from the King of Poland, notwithftanding the warm Oppo- 
fition made thereto by the Grandees of Poland; and died 
in full Poffeffion of thefe Dominions in the twelfth Year of 
his Reign, and the forty-feventh of liis Age, 4. D. 1619. 

) He was fucceeded by his Son Gzorce WiLLIAM, who 
entered ihto the Poffeffion of the Eletorate in a very difficult 
Conjuncture, when the Troubles of Bohemia had fpread the 
@Flames of War through the Empire, and threatened the 
afety of his Dominions, which however he proteéted by his 
Bgreat Wifdom and Moderation. He was a very zealous Pro- 
“eftant, and laboured earneftly to have united the Lutherans 
end Calvinifts ; in order to which, he caufed a general Af- 
Bembly to be held at Leipfick, which, through the Peevifhnefs 
and 
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and private Views of Churchmen, came to nothing. Upon 
the March of Guflavus Adolphus into Germany, his Domi- 
nions fuffered greatly , and he was obliged to put the For- 
trefs of Spandau into the Hands of that Monarch, as we 
have elfewhcre fhewn, in order to obtain his Affiftance for 
the Relief of Magdebsurg, then befieged by the IJmperiali/ts, 
who notwithftanding made themfelves Matters of it, and cruelly 
deftroyed the City. Count Tilley who commanded them, 
falling afterwards into Saxenxy, our Eleétor joined his Troops 
to the Saxons, and had his Share in the famous Victory of 
Liepfick. But after the Death of Gu/levus King of Sweden, 
when the Elector of Saxony thought fit to make Peace with 
the Emperor, by the Treaty of Prague, the Eleéor of 
Brandenbourg took Care to be included therein, which freed 
him from a very expenfive and burthenfome War, and left 
him Leifure to look after his own Affairs, and to provide 
for the Peace and Welfare of his Subjects, which he had al- 
ays much more at Heart than making of Conquefts. In 
1637 the : amily of the Duke of Pomerania extinguifhing in 
Bogifias 3 XiV. that Country ought to have defcended to 
the Ele Gir, by virtue of a Tre: aty made for that Purpofe 
with the F: amily lately extinct; but however, the Swedes 
feized and kept it by Force, to which the Eleétor was oblig- 
ed to fubmit; and the Senfe of this and the other Misfor- 
tunes of Germany, contributed to fhorten his Days ; fo that 
dec: -fing in.1640, he left his Dominions to his Son 
FREDERICK WILLIAM,Elector of Brandenbourg, the fecond 
of that Name, was one of the greateft and moft diftinguifhed 
Princes of his Time, both for Wifdom and Courage 5 3 which 
were always properly employed for his own Security, and the 
Benefit of his People. He entered upon the Government 
when the Affairs of Germany and his own were in a very 
dificult and embarrafs’d Situation, and therefore he pro- 
vided for the Eafe of his Subjects, by a Treaty of Neutra- 
lity with the Swedes, who by the Peace of Mun/fer were oblig- 
ed forthwith to evacuate Pomerania, and the Marquifate of 
Brandenbourz, but the Swedifh Deputies delayed it till 1653; 
nor could it then be procured; but by the Elector’s quitting 
that which is now called the Swedifh Pcmerania, and feveral 


Bailiwicks, with the Ife of Ragen, to the Swedes, for which | 


he bad, but much fhert of an Equivalent, the Archbifhoprick 
of Merdebours, the Bi ifhopicks of Halberftat and Camin, and 
the Principality of AdZinden, with eps Depentencies. He of- 
fered two Millions of Crow ns, ond ali thofe Dominions, for 
that part of Pomerania he was obliged to yield, but in vain. 
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He nobly maintained the Prerogatives of the Electors, as 
to the Ceremonial of the Diet ot Franckfort, and was very 
zealous in fupporting the Intereft of Religion, and particular- 
ly of the Cadvinifts. In 1656, he was obliged for the Prefer- 
vation of .Prufia to join with the Swedes againft the Poles ; 
but the King of Denmark having declared War againft Charles 
Guftavus of Sweden, he was forced to leave Poland to defend 
his own Country; fo that the Burthen of that War, 
falling upon the Eleétor, he compromifed Things by a Treaty 
with the Poles, by which they releafed him from the Ho- 
maze due to their Crown from Pruffia, and quitted to him the 
Fieis of Lawenberg, Botow, and the Town of Elbing, on 
Condition that he fhould reftore the latter on their paying 
him four hundred thoufand Crowns. Aft:r the Death of Ferd: 
nand MII, in 1657 the French were for advancing the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria to the Imperial Throne ; but the Eleétor of 
Brandenburg adhering to the Houfe of Au/ffria, the late Em- 
peror Leopold was chofen, though the Elector of Bavaria had 
beforehand gained three Votes. He afterwards took past 
with the Poles, but not being feconded by the Dutch, as he 
expected, a Treaty was concluded at Oliva in 1660. After 
this he applied himfelf to the Affairs of Peace to reconcile 
himfelf to the Princes at variance with him ; and making an 
Alliance with France and England for his own Security. The 
French King having feized the Principallity of Orange, the 
Elector being Tutor of the young Prince, fent an Embafly 
to demand its Reftoration. In 1666, he made a difinitive 
Treaty with the Prince of Neuburg, about the Succeffion of 
Fuliers and Cleves ; and afterwards got the latter perpetually 
annexed to his own Family. He aflifted the Emperor againft 
the Turks, made Peace between the Dukes of Lunenburg, who 
had fallen out amongft themfelves, and likewife between the 
Engilifb, the Dutch, and the Bifhop of Munfter. In 1672, 
the French having declared War .againft the Dutch, he fent 
Affiftance to the latter, and his Troops joined thofe of the 
Emperor under General Montecuculi, who difagreeing with 
the Eleétor’s Meafures, they did little more than make a bare 
Diverfion to the French. 

The Eleétor finding, that he was in great Danger "of lof- 
ing part of his own Dominiors, by a War in which he had 
engaged purely for the Sake of his Neighbours; refolved in 
1673, to make a Treaty with France upon the beft Terms 
he coul, which he accordingly did at Vo/len, upon Cond» 
tion that the French fhould reftore to him all that had been 
taken from him in the feveral Countries of Cleuvss, Marck, 
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and Ravenfberg, excepting only the Towns of Wefel and 
Rees, in which the King fhould be permitted to keep a 
Garrifon till the Conclufion of a Peace, when they were-to be 
reftored to the Elector ; and his Majefty farther agreed to pay 
him eight hundred thoufand Livres for the Expences of the 
War. As advantageous as this Treaty was to the Elector, 
and notwithftanding the French yielded up to him the Places 
before mentioned, fooner than they need have done, yet 
obferving their pernicious Defigns, and that they were refolv- 
ed to opprefs the Dutch, he the very next Year renewed his 
Alliance with the States againft France, and marched into Alface 
with twenty thovfand Men ; but the Imperial General Bour- 
nonville thwarting his Meafures, little was done that Cam- 
‘paign. In the mean time the Swedes, at the Solicitation of 
France, invaded Pomerania and the Marquifate. Upon which 
the Elector returned from Ali/ace againft the Swedes, over 
whom he gained a compleat Victory at Feght-Berlin, and took 
from them the Ifle of Wolen, Wolzaft, and Anclam, one of the 
frongeft Forts of Pomerania. He allo took Stetin after a famous 
Siege, many Months. In 1678, he made himfelf Mafter of 
the Ifle- of Rugen, took Stralfund, and Gripfwald, and chafed 
the Swedes out of all Pomerania. ‘They, to divert him, invaded 
Pruffia ; but the Elector, m the middle of the Winter,, paffed 
the Lake of Courland, which falls into the Baltick, with his 
Army and Artillery upon the Ice ; where it was three Miles 
broad, furprized and defeated them ; fo that of fixteen thou- 
‘fand fcarce five thoufand efcaped. . After the War of 1672, he 
was left out of the bn of Nimeguen, and Peace being con- 
‘cluded among the other Princes, and the French joining with 
the Swedes, he was obliged by the Treaty of St. Germans, 
to quit all his Conqueft to them; for which the French King 
by a fecret Article paid him three hundred thoufand Crowns 
towards the Charges of the War. 

In 1680, this great Prince took fuch a Step as was entire- 
ly worthy of his Character. The Court of Spain was large- 
ly in his Debt for the Succours furnifhed in the laft War, 
by which, in all Probability, fhe faved her Low Countries ; 
but no Perfwafions, no Applications, no Letters from the 
Elector, no Memorials from his Minifters had any Weight, 
either becaufe the Court of Spain was very negligent in her 
Adminiftration, or that her Treafures were abfolutely ex- 
haufted. At laft, when his Catholick Majefty’s Minifters 

‘could find nothing to fay that looked like an Anfwer, 
they hat Recourfe to an Artifice, not to be excufed or 
juftified ; they promifed the Elector’s Minifters Payment, and 
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gave them Bills upon Merchants in the Low Countries, which, 
were protefted. This left no Room to hope for any future Re- 
drefs; the Elector therefore faw himfelf either reduced to fit 
down with the Lofs, or to take fome hitherto unthought of 
Method for Redrefs ; he chofe the latter ; and having Infore 
mation of a: very, rich Ship that was expected in one of the 
Spanifh Ports -of Flanders, he fitted out eight Privateers to 
feize her, and the Defign was conducted with fuch Diligence 
and Secrecy, that the firft News the Spanifh Court had cf 
his Project, brought, that of its Execution. At firft the Spani/a 
Miniftry took up the Matter very warmly, and would hear 
of nothing but Reftitution of the Veflel, and Satisfaction for 
the Affront ; yet after fome Time, when they faw that the 
Elector was determined, and that the Force of Spain would 
make no Impreffion on any of that Prince’s ‘Territories, 
they were content to liften to his Excufes, which without 
doubt the Eleétor was willing enough to make, for putting 
a Million eight hundred thoufand Ducats into his Pocket. 
The fame Year Auguffus of Saxony, Adminiftrator of Mag- 
debourg deceafed, upon which the Kiector added that Country 
to his Dominions as a fecularized Duchy, agreeable to the 
Treaty of Weftpbalia. He was on the Point alfo of annex- 
ing the Principality of Querfurtas a Fief to that Duchy, which 
confifted of four Bailiwicks ; but this was contefted with 
him ; and in the Year 1687 he compromifed the Matter b 
accepting of the Bailiwick of Bruck as a full Satisfaction for 
his Pretenfions upon all four. In the fucceeding Year, he 
made an amicable Conclufion with the Emperor, in relation 
to a Difpute that had long fubfifted, concerning the Princi- 
pality of ‘fagerndorf, which the Emperor had re-united to 
the Kingdom of Bohemia, notwithftanding the Claim that 
had been always made to it by our Eleétor ; in Compenfati- 
on for which he had the Territory of Schueibufin, or the 
Northern Part of Silefia, yielded up to him, which the Em- 
peror afterwards found Means to obtain back from his Son 
and Succeffor. 

This execellent Prince fhewed himfelf as compleatly qualified 
for Government as any of his Rank in that Age, and this 
from his firft taking the Reins of the Adminiitration into 
his Hands, till they were taken from him by, Death. 
His Perfonal Courage appeared in feveral AGtions in which 
he was prefent ; his Steddinefs in the Siege of Stetin, one of 
the moft Memorable that ever happened in Europe, and of 
which, particular Accounts have been publifhed in almoft all 
Languages. His glorious Zeal for Liberty, in generoufly 
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afifting the Dutch in 1672. He gave many, and thofe very 
fignal Tftances of his Abilities as a Statefman, in chufing the 
faireft Opportunities for aflerting his Rights, and in being 
content to wave them when he found that it would be dif- 
ficult or dangerous to maintain them. He arrived at much 
greater Authority than his Predeceflors, and enjoyed it without 
fceming to afpire to it; and this by ftudying the Good of his 
Subjeéts to fuch a Degree, that they looked upon his Acquifi 

tio: of Power as an Advantage arifing to themfelves, and 
indeed it proved fo; for net content with giving Audience 
to all who defired it, and doing Juftice upon the Spot after 
hearing both Parties, he fet apart certain Hours for reading 
Letters from every Place in his Dominions, fo that the 
meaneft of his Subjeéts might depend upon his Notice ; and 
the greateft of his Minifters were not fecure, if they behaved 
ill, from being both detected and punilhed. He was very 
kind to the French Proteftants, and not only permitted, but 
invited them to fettle in his Dominions; he beftowed on their 
Gentry Commands in his Army, or Potts in his Court ; he 
provided for the poorer Sort cither as Mechanicks in great 
Towns, or as Peafants in Prufia; to the Former he gave 
Houfes, and to the Latter Lands. He did this with fo good 
a Will, that when one of his Minifters infinuated that thefe 
Liberalities might produce Inconveniencies, his Anfwer was, 
that he would fell his Plate to feed them. He faid upon 
another Occafion, that his Lands in Pruffia were worth no- 
thing to him, but that by giving them to the poor Protef- 
tants, both he and they had acquired good Eftates, and were 
under mutual Obligations to exch other. He built a new 
‘Town at Berlin, and by uniting five Boroughs compofed a 
fine City, which. he embellifaed with publick Buildings, and 
firengthened ty regular Fortifications ; he put his Dominions 
in to better Order than they had ever been in the Days of his 
Predeceffors, ty eftablifhing new Regulations where they were 
neceilary, and abolifhing old Cuftomswhcere Experience fhew- 
ed they were pernicious. He gave up to his Subjects a Land- 
Tax that was a heavy Burthen on tlicir Eftates tor an Excife, 
which was a more equal, tho’ perhaps as great anImpofition. In 
order to improve Trade, he built a noble Fortrefs on the Coaft 


of Guinea ; and at Homehe cut a Pafiage or Canal between the 


Spee and the Oder, for the Conveniency of the Merchants 
of Silefa trading to Hamburgh, or to his own Dominions. 
In a Word, he was not fo.careful of one Thing as to neglect 
another ; or fo much fet upon dittinguifhing himfelf in one 
point of Character, as to flight the reit,out knew what became 
) a great 
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a great Prince, and practifed it in every Refpe&. His Jaftice 
and Beneficence rendred him beloved by his Subjects; the 
Splendor of his Court drew the Refpect of Strangers, and 
his keeping on foot a great Body of well-difciplined Troops 
made him confiderable in the Eyes of his Neighbours. His 
Religion was warm and fincere, but had nothing in it of 
Bigotry: And after a Reign of forty-eight Years, and when 
he had lived Sixty-eight, he died with as high a Reputation 
as the moft ambitious Prince would delire, regretted by his 
Allies, and lamented by his Subjeés. 

This Ele&tor was twice married ; firft to Louifa. Henrietta, 
Daughter to Henry Frederick, Prince of Orange, by wh+n 
he claimed a Right to that Succeffion ; his fecond Princefs 
was Dorothy Daughter of Philip Duke of Holftein Glucks- 
bcurg, by whom he had three Sons, whofe Pofterity are {till 
living. Frederick II. who fucceeded him, Philip William 
who was Governor of Magdebourg, and died in 1711, and 
Albert Frederick Governor of Pomerania. ‘The former left 
two Sons and a Daughter, the latter three Sons, all Princes 
of the Blood in Pruffia, which is a Point neceflary to be 
known, becaufe we thall have Occafion to fpeak of thefe 
Princes hereafter. 

FREDERICK III. fucceeded his Father in the Eleétorate 
of Brandenbourg on the nineteenth of April 1688, and, like 
feveral of his Predeceffors, entered upon the Adminiftration 
of Affairs at a Conjuncture which required a Prince of great 
Parts to conduct them to Advantage. He gave a very early 
Proof of his having inherited the Virtues 2s well as the Do- 
minions of his Anceftors, by concurring with the Eleétor of 
Saxony, the Duke of Hanover, and the Landgrave of Hefe- 
Cafel, in fettling fome Matters of Importance relating to 
their refpective Dominions, and in aflifting the Prince of 
Orange in his Defign upon England, which had been con- 
certed with the late Elector his Father. He profeffed a great 
Efteem for Lewis XIV. whom he confidered as a very wife 
as well as magnificent Prince ; and whofe Example he fol- 
lowed in many Refpeéts, but was far enough from embrac- 
ing the whole Syftem of his Politicks, or fuftering himtelf to 
be deluded into following his Meafures. On the Contrary, 
when his moft Chriftian Majefty attacked the Empire, he 
immediately took up Arms, and in the Year 1689 he reco- 
vered the Towns of Keiferfwert and Born, in which aft Ex- 
pedition he very well narrowly efcaped being made Prifoner 
-by a French Desachment, and which did_ him great Honour, 
his 
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his Efcape was entirely owing to his perfonal Courage. "In 
1690, King William having, fucceeded in his Expedition, fent 
him the Order of the Garter by the late ‘fames Fohnfon, Efq; 
afterwards Secretary of State for Scotland, 1n 1693 his Troops 
diftinguifhed themfelves at the Battle of Landen, under the 
Condué of his Brother Prince Philtp, of which King William 
fent him an Account under his own Hand. In 1694 he fent Af- 
fiftance to the Duke of Sevay under his Brothers, Prince Philip 
and Prince Albert. In 1695 his Troops contributed much to the 
taking of Namure, of which King William gave him alfo an Ac- 
count under his own Hand ; upon which the Eleéctor came to the 
Hague, to congratylate his Majefty, whom, with the Duke of 
Zell, he entertained fplendidly at Cleves. After King Augu/lus 
was chofen King of Poland, the Elector feized the Town 
of Elbing for the Security of the Money due to his Father. 
But this Affair was afterwards fettled by Treaty, according 
to the Maxim of this great Prince, who was always willing 
to compromife any Differences he had with his Neighbours, 
as he had before done with the Elector of Saxony in 
refpect to certain Pretenfions, and thereby inftead of a large 
Claim, added the Provofthhip of Quedlimbourg, the Bailiwick of 
Peterfoergh, and fome other Places to his Hereditary Do- 
minions. 

In the Year 1700 our Elector having adorned and improved 
his capital City of Berlin, added feveral fair Countries to 
thofe which defcended to him from his Anceftors, filled Part 
of thofe Countries that were before but thinly peopled, with 
Inhabitants, who were invited thither by the Kindnefles 
fhewn, and the Privileges granted them by his Father and 
him(felf ; took the Refolution of afluming the Royal Dignity, 
which fome however have fuggefted arofe trom feeing K. William 
feated in an Arm-Chair, at the great Congrefs of Princes, who 
were engaged in the firft grand Alliance yet that feems rather 
fit to be inferted in private Memoirs, than to ftand recorded in 
Hiftory. But whatever his Motives were, the Faé& is cer- 
tain, that about this Time he refolved to take the Title 
of King of Pruffia : and that he applied himfelf to the, Im- 
perial Court to be acknowledged in this Quality, concerns 
ing which likewife the Dealers in fecret Hiitory tell us a very 
remarkable Story, which is, that when his Negociation was 
in no very good Train at the Court of Vienna, he was ad- 
vifed by his Minifter there, in a Letter written in a Cypher, 
to make ufe of the Intereft. of a certain Prince ; but the 
Senfe of the Letter being miftaken by their -Names-begin- 
ming with a Letter ; he inftcad of the Prince, had Recourfe 
te 
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to the Father Confeflor, who was a Jefuit; and fo much 
ftruck with this Honour done him by a Proteftant Prince, 
that by his own Intereft, and that of his Order, he quickly 
accomplifhed all that was defired of him. I will not make 
myfelf anfwerable for the Truth of this, fince it appears 
very probable to me that the Eleétor took his Meafures upon 
much furer and better Grounds. The War was juft then 


broke out, on Account of the Spanifh Succeffion. The Houfe 


of Aujtria ftood in great Need of his Affiftance, and he might 
well expect they would not differ with him about a Title ; 
but however the Matter was, there is no Doubt, that in 
the Month of January 1701 N.S. he was crowned King of 
Pruffia at Koningferg, and was acknowledged as fuch by 
the Emperor Zecpold, and all his Allies; in Confideration 
of which the new King furnifhed him with a numerous Body 
ef Auxiliaries, who derved with great Credit in different 
Parts of Europe. 

The Year following proved remarkable, for the Death of 
William I. King of Great-Britain, to whom his Prufian 
Majefty accounting himfelf Heir, immediately took pofleffion 
of the Country of Lingen, the Principallity of A/Zeurs, and 
fome other Lordfhips which had belonged to the De- 
ceafed, tho’, as we fhall hereafter fee, he was willing to give 
Satisfaction to the Prince of Naffau Friefe, who took the 
Title of Orange. Inthe Year 1707, upon the Death of tite 
Duchefs of Nemours, the Sovercignties Neufchatel, and Va- 
lengin became vacant, to which, as the Heir of the Prince of 
Orange, his Pruffian Majefty put in his Claim amongft many o- 
thers. The Right to thofe Principalities was to be decided by 
the States of the Country ; and as the French King fupported 
one of the Candidates, fo the Queen of Great Britain efpoufed 
the Caufe of his Prujfian Majefty, who carried his Point not- 
withftanding the Threats of the French ; and about the fame 
Time it was that he purchafed the Country of Tecklenburgh. 
At the Diet of Franckfort, which affembled for the Choice 
of an Emperor, the Abbot Albani affifted on the part of 
the Pope, and it was faid that he had a particular Commif- 
fion to proteft againft the new Title of the King of Prujffia, 
which coming to the King’s Ears, he declared that if fuch a 
Step was taken, he would order his Troops then in Jtaly 
in the Service of the Allies, to take Quarters in the Ecclefi- 
aftical State at Difcretion, as in an Enemy’s Country; but 
the Abbot Albani prevented this by fending Word to the 
Pruffian Minifter at the Diet, that he had no fuch Commif- 
fion, and that it never fo much as entered into his Thoughts 
te 
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to queftion the King’s Title ; which, whether true or falfe, 
ave his Maiefty entire Satisfa€tion. 

At the Clofe of the War, this Monarch concluded with 
the reft of the Confederates a Treaty of Peace with France, 
which confifted of thirteen Articles ; the moft Remarkable 
of which were, that he was confirmed in the Poffeffion of Upper 
Guelderland in full Sovereignty ; he had likewife the Country 
of Kefel, and the Prefecture of Kriekenbeck, and was acknow- 
Jedged as a Sovereign Lord of Neufchatel and Valegin by 
France, in Confideration of his quitting his Pretenfions to 
the Principality of Orange. There were two feparate Arti- 
cles to this Treaty ; by one of which, the moft Chriftian King 
acknowledged him as King of Prufia, and agreed to give 
him the Title of Majefty. He likewife interpofed in favour 
of the Proteftants of France, to whom he had always been 
a Friend and Protector ; and it is highly probable they wou’d 
have felt the Effects of his Interpofition, if he had not 
been taken off by Death in the Middle of thefe Negotiations, 
in the fifty-fixth Year of his Age, leaving behind him the 
Charaéter of being one of the moft magnanimous and mag- 
nificent Princes of his Age ; and who ve as well as any 


of his Predeceffors, how to ferve himfelf of every Occafion 
that offered of augmenting his Power, and enlarging his Do- 
minions. 


END of Nums. XIV, 
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